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1. Please address the following as they pertain to Intellectual Property:
· What is Intellectual Property (IP) and how does counterfeit merchandise impact the U.S. economy?
· What safety and health concerns are posed by counterfeit products?
· How does IP theft pose an existential threat to national security?
· Discuss the action that prompted the "border control offensive" and made the issue of illegal immigration a priority.
Intellectual Property (I.P.) can simply be defined as an innovation of the mind. It is a possession of ideas. According to Bettig (2018), I.P. entails inventions, artistic works, symbols, commercially used images, symbols that are used in business. Unlike other properties, I.P. is intangible and therefore has to be protected under the law. There four major ways in which the Intellectual properties can be protected, which are: patents, copyrights, trade secrets, and trademarks.  Violations and crimes against I.P can severely affect the US economy, public health and safety, and worst, the national security. 

 Impact of IP theft/violation via Counterfeit Goods to the Economy of the United States 
 Intellectual property theft through piracy and counterfeiting affects the U.S economy significantly. The effect is felt by the I.P. owners, consumers, as well as the government. The theft usually reduces revenue generation as a result of innovation leading to slackening economic growth. According to Bettig (2018), I.P. contributes to more than twenty percent of job creation, which contributes to almost a third of the United States GDP. Therefore, theft of I.P. leads to job loss, losing government and individual income, damages the brand, and thus affects its demand and kills moral to innovate. Moreover, the government invests heavily in fighting counterfeit goods. 
 
Safety and Health Vis-à-vis Counterfeit Products
Consumers' safety and health matters are of great concern when they consume counterfeit products. Consumers' health can be compromised, especially if the product is the foodstuff of lower quality than the original one (Dutfield and Suthersanen, 2020). Likewise, counterfeit medicine not only reduces the healing process but also can course serious health complications if the medicine contains an allergic or toxic compound. They are likely to experience allergic reactions, burns, excessive pain, and even death. Counterfeit electronic devices and cooking devices are likely to cause an accident as a result of the explosion and electric shock, which leads to injuries and deaths.

 Effect of Theft of I.P. to National Security
I.P. theft poses a pronounced risk to domestic security. Merchandises such as counterfeit computer software pose a threat to the computers, which can lead to loss of data, easy to hack, and affected by a computer virus (Dutfield and Suthersanen, 2020). This can be detrimental if security agents such as the FBI's information system are affected. An easy-to-hack system poses a threat to national security. Important systems such as air and ship control systems can be hacked, thus jeopardizing its ability to detect terrorism and illegal goods crossing border points. Correspondingly, counterfeit motor products can increase the chances of malfunctions in motor vehicles, which easily lead to accidents. 


The Activities That Aggravated the "Border Control Offensive"
Unlawful immigration, smuggling, and terrorism go hand in hand. The September 11 terrorist attack to the U.S prompted an immediate border control strategy to safeguard the U.S. from invasion. Consequently, the Homeland Security Department was created to control the entry of US and foreign citizens. The 'border control offensive' initiated a protective strategy famously known as prevention through deterrence (Drahos, 2016). The initiative was aimed at preventing terrorists and illegal immigrants from entering the United States by imposing measures that would make it hard for them to gain access. These measures include fencing off the porous boundaries, imposing punitive fines against the offenders; increase the number of surveillance personnel as well as improving the surveillance technology.
Consequently, illegal immigrants found it difficult to gain unauthorized entry into the U.S soil, (Torabian, and Mair, 2017). Those who tried spent a huge amount of resources; spent much time and eventually ended up being caught by the authorities. Ultimately, most of the illegal immigrants gave up







2. What are "Smart Borders"?
Smart Borders refer to a de-territorialized country boundary initiated by information technology through the use of biometric identification, database observance, and information sharing. The goal of Smart Border is to enhance borderline security, allow information sharing, protect infrastructure, and improve administrative laws and enforcement amongst two states. The first smart border in the world was between Canada and the United States. It was initiated by a bilateral agreement between the two countries, referred to as the Smart Border Declaration of 2001.
The agreement had a thirty point action plan that stipulated the characteristics of the Smart Border to enhance security across the border (Vukov, 2016). The two countries had to develop standard biometric identifiers, which would promote interoperability such that the two countries were able to identify suspected criminals at the border point without necessarily contacting the other country. The move was focused on promoting the seamless movement of goods and people across the two countries while still maintaining high security. There was an introduction of smart cards issued to immigrants entering the U.S. who had permanent resident status, which resulted in increased security was noted. 
Smart borders allow two bordering countries to share intelligence information regarding high-risk people, asylum seekers, and all visa applicants through their respective embassies. This helps in identifying criminals intending to cross the borders. The sharing of intelligence enables such people to be deported to their respective country of origin to face prosecution. The success of the smart border plan is evident in the success of the United States and Canada’s Border. Other smart borders such as the U.S-Mexico border as well as that of New Europe have emerged and adopted this model due to the success recorded by the pioneer smart border. The countries not only improve their internal security as well as their bilateral relationship and cooperation. 
There have been many benefits observed emanating from the implementation of smart borders. To begin with, it improves security in the affected countries. Since the implementation of this initiative, terrorist activities reduced greatly in the United States. According to (Vukov, 2016) the smart border successfully fixed the terror threat that was posed by al-Qaida and other terrorist groups that had previously masterminded terrorist attacks in the U.S soil. One of the most memorable incidents is September 11, which left many dead, thousands injured, and properties of millions of money being destroyed. 
Secondly, the initiative has improved trade relations between the two countries. The process allows the uninterrupted movement of merchandise and services across the two countries while still maintaining the utmost security. Through the use of advanced surveillance technology and advanced data management system, border security has highly improved. The uses of biometric identifying devices, facial recognition, and smart cards have minimized the amount of time spent in acquiring travel documents. The initiative also minimized illegal trades and smuggling. Thorough monitoring of border point deters smugglers from engaging in the illicit business and turn into a legal business. Consequently, they are forced to pay tax, which increases government revenues. 
The implementation of smart borders has been faced with some challenges. The high cost of implementation is the major setback towards rolling out of the initiative to other borders. Many high-end technological gadgets are used. This includes surveillance cameras and accessories, database keeping equipment, and security system. Moreover, implementation requires several legal requirements and agreements to be agreed between the two countries. The two countries must be in good rapport to ensure that the system works effectively. Sharing intelligence information requires much trust since such information can be used at the detriment of the other, especially when their good relationship dies. Lastly, the systems are made using communication gadgets, computers, internet connection, and database which are prone to cybersecurity. If hacked, it can jeopardize the security of the two countries, putting millions of people at risk. Besides, the smart border sharing of information has faced numerous critics as it violates people's human right to privacy. 

  













3. How have the SMART Port Security, the SAFE Port Act, the Small Vessel Security Strategy, and the Marine Transportation Security Act impacted port security?
The four acts have played a significant role in enhancing better port security, improved service delivery as well as gain public trust. The acts have been made and implemented targeting to solve the current problems facing the port at their times of implementation. Since the four have different impacts on port authority, it is important to review the acts individually.
 
The SMART Port Security
This strategy was introduced to improve port security by deterrence by the use of high technological surveillance and coordination equipment. The mode of securing the port involved deterring an occurrence of an event by the use of technology. The oversees maritime operations were secured by the act and thus mitigated the likelihood of the threat reaching the U.S maritime sector. The smart port allowed the U.S to enter into a treaty with other countries on security matters by allowing the sharing of critical information that would promote waterways security. Its implementation saw an improvement in cooperation between the U.S and other oversea countries in securing both states' waterways (Jun, Lee and Choi 2018). 
The smart port allows the use of the latest technology to increase performance and efficiency in the port. Besides, smart port improves its security capabilities, which leads to a more sustainable, environmentally friendly, and improved port capable of efficiently handling ever-increasing traffic of goods and services at the port in a secure manner. Automation of some processes such as loading, transporting, and dispatching, which are done within the shortest time, saves cost, time and reduces the number of employees in a port. The use of artificial intelligence, the use of robots, sensors, and cameras have improved port safety. 
 
The SAFE Port Act
The act recommended drastic measures to improve maritime security. Some of the measure introduced by the act includes the creation of a biometric system for all workers in the port in which a thorough investigation was done before one was cleared to work in the port. There was an introduction of the Nuclear Detection Office mandated at developing and running a severance program of the deep seas, (Glauser, 2018). It also stipulated several measures to counter terrorism in the port by tracking container movement, licensing of consignment shippers and enforced training of workers. 
 
The Small Vessel Security Strategy
Before the strategy was put in place, the focus was mainly put to the large and ignoring the risk of the small one. It was aimed at addressing the risk factor likely to be caused by small vessels such as smuggling goods and creating easy access roots for terrorists. Similarly, the small vessels could be used smuggle drugs, explosives, and other weapons (Yan 2016). This law allowed the partnership of the Homeland Security and the small vessel owners in improving the technology used in the detection and deterring smuggling of weapons, people, drugs, and counterfeits. Thus it allowed for coordination and cooperation amongst the local community, the federal government, private owners, and international partners. 
 
Marine Transportation Security Act 
This Act required all ports to carry out their vulnerability test to determine the susceptibility to terrorism invasions. The test was aimed at enabling the development of a security plan involving goods, passengers, vehicles, personal identification, setting up surveillance equipment, (Gasperetti, 2017). All the above measures were aimed at improving the methods used to identify and deter impending terrorist. The act identified maritime sectors that were high risk, such as those handling petroleum products, passenger vessels, towing vessels, among others. They were given special attention by the regulation to safeguard them. 
 
4. Compare the similarities and differences of the external borders of New Europe with that of the U.S./Mexico border. Which of these (similarities/differences) have had the most positive or negative impact on border security?

The two boundaries possess similarities and differences concerning the control of the movement of goods and persons, security measures used, technological advancement used, and registrations governing them. 
Schwiertz and Schwenken (2020) noted that the most outstanding difference is how cargo and people across the borders. The new Europe allows free movement of people while the U.S/Mexico one does not. The European Union registrations allow free movement of people across the borders. The people, especially workers, can move and settle in any of the countries as they wish. However, the later does not permit, and people have to undergo vigorous security checks and procedures before being allowed in. This is mostly attributed to the rising number of illegal immigrants across the two states, which have forced the U.S to use punitive regulations against the immigrants who try to cross the border. Recently, through the use of executive orders, the U.S president has introduced tough measures. This measure includes fencing off the border and increasing punishment for those who break them. 
The two borders are similar due to their use of advanced technology. The use of surveillance systems that employ advanced technology has been successful in controlling movements. However, the European border allows the use of smart border policies that permits the sharing of information across the neighboring states and seamless movement of people and goods. The move is attributed to the cooperation that exists amongst the countries. However, the U.S./Mexico border does not involve any sharing of information between the two states. The large number of hostile people residing in Mexico and lack of good neighboring relationship, it is hard to introduce the smart border policies. This border guarded by numerous security officers and border agents to hinder any illegal immigration. 
The U.S/Mexican and the European borders are largely controlled by legislative measures that have been developed over time (Schwiertz and Schwenken 2020). Whiles the latter has relaxed terms and conditions to be met by those intending to cross the border, the U.S/Mexico one has a more harsh and punitive regulation that make it hard for the Mexican to enter the U.S The United State makes its decision without consulting the Mexico side unlike that of the new Europe where the laws are developed as a result of numerous consultative mechanism. The E.U. has entered into an agreement that supports the free sharing of information regarding intelligence, asylum, and refugee seekers and travelers' criminal records, which make it easy to track impending terrorist activity. On the other hand, the U.S has never signed any agreement that promotes the sharing of information between the two countries.  
The similarity that has contributed to the most constructive influence on border security is the use of advanced technology. Automated processes allow faster and accurate processing of documents, identification of people, which hasten the movement of people and goods. Moreover, it minimizes human errors. Technological advancement also helps to easily identify and deter terrorists and criminals even before they migrate into the country. Despite the initial high cost, the use of technology has proven to be an effective tool toward improving border security.
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